THE  SPIRIT  OF THE ESSAYS

even the best authors are wrong in obstinately en-
deavouring to form out of us any constant and
solid contexture; they make choice of some gen-
eral aspect, and according to that image they
arrange and interpret all a man's actions; if they
cannot bend these sufficiently, they dismiss than
as proceeding from dissimulation ... I can
more hardly credit a man's constancy than any
other thing, and I credit nothing more readily
than his inconstancy. He that would judge a
man in detail, separating him bit by bit, would
oftener light upon a true word." * Our accus-
tomed motion is to follow the inclinations of our
appetite, to left, to right, up hill, down dale, as
the wind of occasion blows us. As for Montaigne
himself, he had only added to the other instabili-
ties of human nature the agitation and trouble of
contemplating his own instability. "If I speak
variously of myself, it is because I consider
myself variously; all contrarieties are found in
me, at this turn or that, in this way or another;
bashful, insolent; chaste, luxurious; prating,
taciturn; laborious, delicate; ingenious, dull;
fretful, debonair; lying, truthful; knowing, ignor-
ant; and liberal, and avaricious, and prodigal."
The way of wisdom should be a constant way;
and how shall one who has not in the main
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